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Building E3623 was constructed in 1957 as a general purpose chemistry lab. The one-story, frame, transite-clad building is 
oriented to the south. The facade of the front-gable building is two bays with a double-leaf half-light door sheltered by a metal 
awning, and a six-light window. The longitudinal walls are also pierced by six-light windows. The gables are clad in asbestos 
shingles and the roof is covered in asphalt shingles. A shed-roofed addition lays to the rear of the building. The walls and roof of 
the addition are covered in corrugated-metal panels. The rear wall of the addition has collapsed. 

The building served as a general purpose laboratory in use by the flame and incendiary branch from its construction until 1965 
when the building was deactivated. The area behind and to the east of the building held equipment used in the pilot manufacture i 
smoke producing agents for obscuration studies although all this equipment was subsequently removed at an unknown date. In 
1980 the building was transferred to the physics branch and used for small scale laser tasting. It is likely that the exterior 
manufacturing equipment was removed at this time. The physics branch abandoned the building in 1988 and it has remained 
vacant since that time. 

Building E3623 was evaluated against National Register guidelines to determine if it retained those qualities of significance and 
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ntegrity to merit further consideration for eligibility to the National Register. The building bears indirect association with 
important themes at Edgewood Arsenal (Criterion A); research did not reveal any associations with individuals important in Cold 
War history (Criterion B); and, the building does not possess the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of 
construction (Criterion C). Additionally, the loss of all manufacturing equipment, test hardware, and the general deterioration of 
the building affects the integrity of design, setting, association, feeling, and workmanship. Building E3623 was indirectly 
associated with the primary mission of Edgewood Arsenal and has lost integrity to the period of significance. This structure does 
not possess the qualities of significance or integrity for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
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